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Holistic Change

All-rounder Angela Yap, founder of Akasaa,
stands firm on social entrepreneurship

Performance cosch, lectures, oolurmmdst and
author, Angela Yap embodies the essence of
social entrepreneurship throagh her company
Akasaa’s philosophy of democratising
innovations - eperating businesses with a social
conscience. Akasaa is the culmination of her
past experiences in the corparte world and
wark with non-profit erganisations.

A stanmch sdvocate of hsman rights B
bath lecally and abroasd since the age of 18, the
outspoken young bady was the youngest
member, at age 22, o git on the Baard of
Governors of Amnesty Intermational |'l.-1;|l.|!.~su.
Yap's work included working with marginalised
communities in the country sech as the anemg
aeali amd plantation workers, secking betber legal
protection for women and girks, and buikding
strategics for the advancement of human rights
through education,

Yap remermbers one of her most memomble
moments. It was during the release and re-anes
ol Mobsel Laureate .|’|.III'|E San Suu H}'._, whilch
resulbed in @ |.r|:ur.rf|.|] demonstration outside the
Myanmar Embassy in KL

"W were there as international observers
tis ierisure the adberence of infermational baws,
Few peaple understand how important it s for
us to wse our freedom to help others ensure
theirs. Freedom is a privilege, not o right, and
our duty a5 cHizens is (o eRsine we use ours in
the right way. Ower lives are nothing i nob spent
in the service of athers”

Passionate about providing a holistic
education to the young, Yap has set up a one-
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year memorship programme aimed at building
leaclers of tomormow by building holistic
individuals, The by-invitation-only programme
works with three o four selected youths from
public schoals,

“With o much k.mrwlﬁlp,'mﬂ theere,

book Mamaging Ya-foos! tells true accounts of
unscrupulons conduct and the “nobodies™ who
l.hullp.' IJiinp:.. Thee ook dielves inbo issues such
as cthics, secial emerprise, business reform,
Feminism angd mioral nl:nl:lgd:p;m:._ I:-.-L-r!.-l_u_-q,pl.;
sold means one Time Dollar = equivalent (o ong

“Our lives are nothing if not spent
in the service of others”

averything in life Is eonmected. Cndy when you
can connect the dots can you be a lateral
thinker. Problem is, young people arent taught
it see Ehat connection,” she says. “This
programime couips them with the whole
spectrum = fine arts, paychology, history,
business, even quanium mechanics = and ties
everything together to build confidence in these
young people so they can function as holistic
individuals”

Yap also works tirelesshy on her Via Awake
Minds training programme, Malaysia's first one-
tor-oave raining for children, vouths and mid-
career professionals. For every paying
participant, Akasan provides frec training bo an
underprivileged youth or refugee,

Mot stopplng at that, Yap is excited about
her first-in-the-world Time Bank via book sale
concepl, which i based on an innovative time
hanking model develaped by Yale-trined
lawryer Dy Edgar Cohn in the 196805, Her new

frewe heouir of tradning — deposited into the Time
Bank. With full accountability, these
accurmilated training hours will be channolied
into providing free ediscation for refugees and
e wrban youths

Part of Yap's impressive repertoine also
includes co-authoring Citées, Citizens &
Civilisations for the United Mations
Development Programmie = The Urban
Governance lnitiative and Amswering 5 Ar A
which the Wiestern Australian Education
Council praisexd as “an inmovative approach o
teaching business issues”

A nomdnee of Greal Wornres of Ounr Tine
2001 by Malaysian Wonen'’s Weekly for her
oulstanding achievements and contributions
sockety in finance and commerce, Yap also
received the inaugural Mast Sirceessfil Women
N2 Awerdd Trom Jessica magazine alongside
personalities [lke Datin Paduka Marina
Mahathir and Date’ Amibiga Sreeevasan.
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